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PALL to the rescue 
 
When you are reading through the texts in the insert for Section A (Reading) of your 
exam you will want to get a quick grasp of what they are about and how they create 
particular effects on the reader. A very good way of doing this is to use the mnemonic 
PALL: 
 
P – Purpose 
 
A – Audience 
 
L – Language 
 
L – Layout 
 
If you get used to applying this handy memory jogger as you read the text, you can 
either jot down notes as you read, or simply hold in your mind the information about the 
text you are picking up. 
 
Try out PALL with the text: ‘Bag it, Bin it!’ (see Appendix A) 
 
The table below will guide you in extracting key ideas and information quickly. Note that 
you do not have to answer all the questions – they are just there to guide you. 
 
Purposes 
What is the text for? 
What is it trying to achieve? 
Does it inform, persuade, describe, 
explain? 

 

Audience 
Who is the text for? 
Age group? 
Gender? 
People interested in…? 

 

Language 
Formal or informal? 
Humorous? 
Shocking? 
Urgent? 
Inspirational? 

 

Layout 
Use of headings? 
Use of subheadings? 
Pictures? 
Diagrams? 
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Appendix A 
Dogs Trust - Bag it, Bin it! 
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